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     On December 16th at 9am, the 
faculty, staff and students of PKU 
Shenzhen Graduate School gathered 
in the University Town Gymnasium 
for the 15th Anniversary Summary 
Meeting. This memorable event was 
of great significance as Shenzhen 
gove rnmen t  o f f i c i a l s ,  a l umn i , 
guests, faculty, staff, students and 
all who have been concerned with 
PKU Shenzhen Graduate School’s 
progress and achievements gathered 
together to celebrate 15 years of 
growth. This young campus has 
received much help from many 
people, and has since grown into one 
that is able to lead higher education 
reform in the country. 

     The Summary Meeting was 
hosted by PKU Shenzhen Vice 
Chancellor Tan Yun Chang, and 
opened with everyone singing the 
Chinese anthem. Many distinguished 
guests were present at the Meeting, 
including Shenzhen Vice Mayor Wu 
Yi Huan, Peking University (Main 
Campus) Vice President Gao Song, 
former Peking University President 
Xu Zhi Hong, first PKU Shenzhen 

Graduate School Chancellor Chen 
Zhang Liang, former PKU Shenzhen 
Graduate School Chancellor Hai 
Wen, PKU Shenzhen Graduate 
School Chancellor Wu Yun Dong, 
University Town Management Wu Hui 
Qiong, Shenzhen Education Bureau 
Vice Xu Jian Ling and many more. 

     As the Chinese anthem ended, 
Chancellor Wu went on stage to 
give the first speech of the Meeting. 
He first expressed his gratitude for 
the support that PKU Shenzhen 
has received, from the provincial 
government, the city government and 
also the chancellors that came before 
him. He emphasized that we would 
be able to make this much progress 
without the sacrifices and efforts 
from the pioneers that first came to 
Shenzhen, including Miss Shi Shou 
Xu, who led the first developments 
of the school and was present at the 
Summary Meeting. 

     F i f teen years ago,  Peking 
University and Shenzhen signed an 
agreement to build Peking University 
Shenzhen Graduate School together. 
Since then, PKU has taken all the 
steps necessary for building a school 
here. There were only 146 graduating 
s tudents when PKU Shenzhen 
Graduate School  f i rs t  s tar ted. 
Just fifteen years later, we have 
929 graduating students, and the 
numbers show the school's incredible 
progress. 

     International student Tamara 
Ta (PHBS '16) gave a speech as 
the student representative, and 
expressed her amazement at the 
rapid development of Shenzhen 

as the city of innovation and PKU 
Shenzhen  Gradua te  Schoo l ’s 
unique opportunity for excellence in 
academy and the innovative spirit 
of the city. As a PHBS student, 
she had great opportunities to visit 
world known Chinese companies in 
information and technology, such as 
Tencent, Huawei and many more. 

     PKU Shenzhen carries Peking 
University’s proud traditions and 
academic spirit, while at the same 
time integrating with Shenzhen, a 
city of innovation and entrepreneurial 
spirit. Developing on a different 
path from that of Beij ing's main 
campus, PKU Shenzhen promotes 
the application of education and 
academic research in real world 
s i tuat ions,  and emphasizes on 
development for the world. 

     Looking into the future, the school 
is full of wonderful expectations. On 
Aug 29 2016, PKU and Shenzhen 
Municipal Government signed a 
memorandum about the cooperation 
for  bui ld ing PKU Shenzhen by 
establishing an undergraduate school 
for liberal arts and a medical school. 
This symbolizes another step forward 
for PKU’s education in Shenzhen. 

     The future PKU Shenzhen 
campus will integrate the existing 
graduate schools, and become a 
modern university with a business 
school, law school, applied sciences 
and engineering school, medical 
school, liberal arts undergraduates 
and many more. The medical school 
will focus on nurturing doctors with an 
internationalized vision, leading China 
to become a world class medical 

center. The liberal arts school will 
focus on exploring education models 
with Chinese characteristics and to 
be able to nurture future leaders and 
become top ranked undergraduate 
college.

     Faculty representative Dean of 
School of Chemistry Biology and 
Bio technology Professor  Yang 
Zhen spoke about PKU Shenzhen’s 
ever growing strength in academic 
research and internationalization. 
He also looks forward to the growth 
of the new campus with the medical 
school  and the undergraduate 
program, and promises to strive for 
further excellence with the rest of the 
faculty.

     Alumni Liang Wei, graduate of 
2006, came and talked about his 
own experience on behalf of alumni. 
He shared anecdotes of how the 
name Mirror Lake came about. He 
also urged PKUers to dare to dream 
and innovate, and take on social 
responsibilities.

     The Summary Meeting was not 
only for expressing gratitude to 
all those who helped in the past, 
but also for looking into the future 
and see where PKU Shenzhen will 
be. Our Shenzhen campus in the 
future is not a mere copy and paste 
version of PKU main campus, but an 
opportunity that makes use of PKU’s 
historical significance to build a world 
class education system in Shenzhen.

 Reported by Yang Wandong
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     The New Year celebration is centuries old 
and it carries a special symbolic importance 
that has often been associated with legends 
and traditions.

     Even if this festival is celebrated all over 
the world, its origin and date of ceremony 
are remarkably different depending on 
whether the Gregorian, Julian or Chinese 
calendars are being considered.

     N o n e t h e l e s s ,  w h a t  i s  c o m m o n 
everywhere is that New Year is an occasion 
to step back from day-to-day activities. It 
is an occasion to reflect, look back and 
express resolutions on improving aspects of 
ourselves. It is an opportunity to meet and 
eat together while commemorating the past 
and planning the future. Another common 
aspect of most reunions is special meals, 
songs, dances and toasts that create a 
climate of joy. 

     That´s exactly what made this joyful 
climate on December 21st, in the ballroom of 
Intercontinental Hotel of Shenzhen students 
and faculty gathered to celebrate together 
New Year´s.

     The celebration was fully participated 

by everyone: full-time students, alumni and 
some professors exhibited through dances 
and performances and a special New Year 
wish came from international students in 
a lot of different languages reflecting the 
internationality of the University.

     PHBS Dean Wen Hai gave a special 
speech remembering all the important 
moments shared together, the results 
achieved, presenting some new upcoming 
projects and inviting everyone to look at the 
promising upcoming year with optimism.

     Food was definitely another important 
aspect of the celebration: round tables and 
big plates with delicious food strengthened 
the relationship among all the guests. 

     To greatly conclude the evening a lottery 
was held and some lucky students received 
a huge variety of gifts: from trips to exotic 
destinations to hoverboards. 

     Everyone was grateful for this opportunity 
to celebrate together as part of the big PHBS 
family.

Reported by Sofia Zamengo

PHBS Rings in the New Year

     Recently, a new space has attracted the attention of many students. At 
the south end of the UTSZ administrative building/library near the PHBS 
academic building, it is easily spotted with its fancy windows and a big white 
logo proclaiming it to be “We-Space”. It looks very sleek, with its glass walls 
and modern furnishing. It seems like a comfortable place to read books and 
chat with friends, especially when the sunlight shines through the glass.

     Many people have wondered about the purpose of We-Space. According 
to the library manager, this space is designed for innovative entrepreneurs. 
Before it officially opened to the public, an international conference called 
ITIE (Information Technology in Education) was held there in November. 
The topic of this year's conference was entrepreneurship and innovation, 
particularly about “making spaces for innovators and designers”. “We-
Space”, according to the library manager, is an example of such a space for 
innovators and designers. 

     The library is just the right place for such a space, according to the library 
news report about We-Space. There are several reasons. First, University 
Town Library is not only a library solely for university students, it is also open 
to the public. It has ample resources in information technology which can 
be utilized by entrepreneurs. Second, the environment around the library 
is very beautiful and serene. It is a suitable environment for designers to 
find their inspiration and focus on their composition. Third, there have been 
many successful attempts in foreign countries to combine such spaces 
for innovators and designers with a library setting. Thus, it is natural that 
Shenzhen would also try. 

     We-Space has four main categories: design, innovation, art, and music. 
It is unlike a normal library room, as one might notice at the first glace. 
The decoration is very different. White tables and chairs, combined with 
wooden bookshelves, make people feel calm and peaceful. With sunshine 
coming through the floor-to-ceiling windows, it also makes people warm and 
comfortable. Even though it is not officially opened, one can easily imagine 
that there will be soft music playing here in the future while people drink 
coffee, chat with friends, or read books while listening to the music. Lectures 
and workshops will be held on a regular basis to invite innovators, designers, 
and artists to come and to share their experiences. In fact, a lecture from 
Tsinghua was already held at We-Space. 

      We-Space is also a part of the library. Therefore, one can also borrow and 
return books here by using the machine near the door. Some of the books in 
the library have been intentionally moved to the We-Space, especially those 
related to art, innovation, entrepreneurship, and so on. 

     Though there is no hard opening date set, We-Space is expected to open 
up to the public next month. Those who are interested in this place just need 
to wait for a few days to visit. It is on the first floor of the library, next to the 
Ping An Bank and adjacent to the PHBS building.

          
     Reported by Floy Chen
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     Spring Festival is the most important of all Chinese festivals, and is 
celebrated at the turn of the lunisolar Chinese New Year. Traditionally, 
the celebration begins on the evening preceding the first day of the lunar 
new year and finishes up on the fifteenth day of the first month. In 2017 
specifically, the first day of spring festival is Saturday January 28th, which 
initiates the year of the rooster. 

     According to folklore, the origin of the Chinese New Year started with a 
mythical beast called the Nian. Nian would eat villagers, especially children 
on New Year’s Eve. Each year villagers need to leave the village to hide 
from the beast. But one year, things became different. An old man appeared 
before the villagers and told them he would stay the night and get revenge 
on the beast. The old man put red papers up and set off firecrackers. On the 
next day, the villagers found the village remained just the same as before, 
nothing was destroyed by the beast. Therefore, villagers realized Nian was 
afraid of noise and the colour red. The following year, the villagers imitated 
the old man and wore red clothes, put up red scrolls and used firecrackers to 
frighten Nian. Since then, the beast never returned to the village.

     Family members traditionally get together and share a great meal on  New 
Year’s Eve--no matter how far away from their hometown they currently live. 
Although different places in China have their own customs for celebrating the 
Spring Festival, some of the customs are exactly the same. As mentioned 
before in the tale, traditionally people will dress up in red colours to show 
their happiness, matching the theme of this important festival. Nowadays 
young people in the city rarely do that like their predecessors, but they still  
go shopping and get some new clothes. Moreover, most families will put up 
red paper scrolls to show their expectations and gratitude to the New Year. 
You will also commonly find recreational use of firecrackers during the holiday 
season. Much to the excitement of children, they will receive hongbao from 

the adult members 
of the family, which 
is basically pocket 
money for them to 
spend in decorative 
red envelopes.

     Since most family 
members return to 
their hometowns to 
get together, there 
has been a resulting 
phenomenon called 
“the great migration” 
in China. Nowadays 
many young people 
work in megacities 
l i k e  B e i j i n g  a n d 
Shanghai, or in other more developed places of China, because of the 
greater opportunities and more promising futures. Many blue-collar workers 
also work in these places due to the nature of their fast-paced development. 
When it comes to the Spring Festival, all of them will endeavour to get back 
to their hometown. Because of the huge amount of the requirement for the 
traffic system, each year it is a big challenge for the whole country. The 
tickets will be sold around two months before New Year’s Eve, and millions 
of people will be on the road. However, the most developed cities will enjoy 
a short piece of quiet during the festival, which is impossible to have in other 
time.

             Reported by Hao Tang 

New Year Philanthropy Party Held at OCT Harbor

      The cold winter night of December 16th in OCT Harbour saw the Peking 
University Shenzhen Graduate School & Alumni Association New Year's 
Philanthropy Party. Xu Zhihong, the former president of Peking University, 
Wu Yundong, the chancellor of Peking University Shenzhen Graduate  
School, Liu Shui, the president of the Alumni Association and other leaders, 
professors, students, high school students and Shenzhen citizens came 
together to celebrate. The warm and happy atmosphere balanced the frigid 
air.

     To open the party, a group of vibrant and subtle girls like a hundred 
flowers striving for beauty danced to classical music (pictured above). With 
a round of applause and a great fireworks display, the lineup of eight hosts 
appeared, who included Wangfan, Liu Zheyuan, Li Ahiyu, Liu Yichao, Zheng 
Tianqi, Liyang, Patrycja Oleksza and Thomas Zschocke. They passionally 
introduced and guided the evening's lineup. Then they invited president Xu to 
give a speech. He congratulated the Peking University Shenzhen Graduate 
School for its fifteenth anniversary and wished it an even brighter future.

     The evening program contained three chapters: Centenary Youth, You and 
Me, and the Ocean of Fish. Most of the performers came from PKU Opera 
Research, PKU Art Troupe, Nanyan Art Troupe, Shenzhen High School 
Lily Choir and Shenzhen High School Wind Band. The contents and forms 
of programs were various and colorful. There were solo and chorus songs 
like the Chinese songs: “I Love You, China”, “Toast, Friends”, “Return of the 

Swallow”, and the English songs “You Raise Me Up” and “Diamond” as well. 
Sometimes the performances with deep emotion made you forget all your 
worries, while some cheerful, dynamic music let you sway and you couldn’t 
help but dance. 

     When it comes to the dances, they were also fantastic and expressive. 
The hip-hop dance: Hua Mulan displayed the girl’s mental change from 
hesitation to constancy when she disguised herself as a male soldier to 
take her father's place in the conscription army. The dance “The Road Less 
Traveled” told about a group of students living and learning and went through 
adolescence in Nanyan. The classical dance “Jin Shang March” contained 
the Chinese traditional culture of embroidery and the hopes for spring. There 
were also pieces of symphonic band music: “Magnificent Seven”, “Dance 
of the Youth” and the solo instrumental: “Big Fish & Begonia”. To cap off the 
evening, the poetry recitation “The Affection for PKU@Shenzhen” and beat 
box were so splendid that the audience was moved by the energy.

     When the full moon rose up high, the closing chorus “the Affection to PKU” 
made the evening party into an end, as the lyric goes: "We are scholars of 
spring, our youth is our strength. We are the pillars of tomorrow."

       Reported by Zheng Hongqian
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An Invitation to UNESCAP
     A chance encounter with a research assignment got me an invitation 
to attend a regional seminar on one of the United Nation’s Sustainable 
Development Goals at its Asia Pacific headquarters in Thailand. 
Released in 2015 as a successor to the Millennium Development Goals, 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is comprised of 169 targets 
within 17 goals proposed by the UN as part of their 2030 agenda for 
sustainable development. Even though each of these 17 goals is distinct 
and highlights the various facets of development, implementation of the 
2030 agenda requires inter-disciplinary and inter-sectoral approaches. 

     To address the need of integrated analysis for effective implementation 
strategies, the United Nation’s Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia Pacific (ESCAP) organized a seminar-cum-workshop on SDG 6 
which focuses on Water and Sanitation. Open only to policy makers from 
different government agencies and research institutes, I got a chance to 
attend this on behalf of one of the Assistant Deans of Peking University 
HSBC Business School, Prof. Haifeng Huang, who is also the Special 
Commissioner to the Ministry of Land and Resources to the Government 
of China.

     Even though all the SDGs are inter-connected, many of the proposed 
targets rely extensively on water resources: Zero Hunger, Good 
Health & Wellbeing, Affordable & Clean Energy, Industry Innovation 
& Infrastructure, Sustainable Cities & Communities, Responsible 
Consumption & Production, Climate Action, Life Below Water and Life on 
Land. Thus, success in meeting this target begins by understanding the 
inter-linkages between SDG 6 and the above goals. To assist countries 
to begin the process of transformation, ESCAP developed a systematic 
tool for analysis and implementation of SDG 6.

       

 

     Spread over two days, the workshop saw economist and policy 
makers from Asian countries which have successfully managed to tap 
the increasing stress put on the world’s water resources as well as 
researchers from think tanks who are driving the change with innovative 
approaches exchange ideas through a very interactive session.  A very 
enriching summer school this year had already made me familiar with 
SDG 6 and this seminar gave me ample opportunities to boost my 
knowledge and experience on engaging with the different stakeholders 
that SDG implementations call for. 

     The workshop commenced with discussions and speeches by the 
Executive Secretary of the UN in a general assembly that was also 
presided by diplomats and scientists addressing the participants. 
The first day of the seminar introduced us to some ground-breaking 
initiatives undertaken by the governments of Sri Lanka, Fiji and Japan 
on revolutionizing water management and technology. The latter half 
of the session was spent in identifying the need for mapping out the 
linkages as well as gaps, opportunities and strengths in the integrated 
implementation of the SDGs. 

     The day wound up with eminent scientists and award-winning private 
enterprises sharing their experiences and the platforms available to 
implement SDG 6. The next day commenced with understanding the 
several analytical frameworks, systems and modelling tools to apply 
a systems thinking approach to the SDG indicators. Post-sessions,  
participants got an extremely enriching opportunity to work on a 
simulation activity, modelling pilot applications based on the framework. 
The end result was groups of stakeholders interacting with each other 
and proposing causal diagrams for mobilizing approaches to build 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable cities.

     The highlight of the event was being invited as a panel discussant 
in one of the sessions where I was able to engage in very compelling 
discussion on a past research that I had undertaken on Water, Sanitation 
and Health (WASH). To be able to interact and collaborate with experts 
from the academia, change-makers and representatives from the 
ministries of Tajikistan, Japan, Fiji, Singapore, Australia, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand on high-impact action was certainly a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for me! 

           
                                                      Reported by Gayathri Jagannathan


